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Sports

The Mix

Kevin Walker breaks down the
upcoming football season by
game. See page B6

Check out what people are
talking about in The Mix
Tape. See page 10A
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Tuition spike follows
economic downturn
Free shuttle
opens doors
Cocky’s Caravan begins first weekend rounds, offers
students safer mode of transportation after dark
Kara Apel

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

C o c k y ’s C a r a v a n , a
weekend shut t le brought
to ca mpu s by St udent
G over n ment , w il l be up
a nd r u n n i ng ton ight for
USC students. The shuttle,
free for USC students, will
transport st udents across
campus and into areas of
downtown Columbia from 9
p.m. to 2:30 a.m.
Student Body President
A ndrew G aeck le said he
thinks it will be a big hit
with students.
“I think it’s going to be
spread by word of mouth
a s more s t udent s u s e it
throughout the semester,” he
said. “With the cost of gas
rising, it could really help
students.”
Student Body Treasurer
Jo n at h a n A nt o n io i s i n
cha rge of ma rket i ng for
Cocky’s Caravan and said
they planned and budgeted
to have it “up and running
the first day of class.”
It s stops i nclude t he
C olu mbia Met rop ol it a n
Convent ion Center (t he
Vista), t he Colonial Life
Arena, the Greek Village,
Bates House, Russell House,
the intersection of Harden
and Dev ine st reets ( Five
Points), the intersection of
Saluda and Greene streets,
Capstone and the Federal
Advocacy Center.
Coco Perry, a third-year
pharmacy student, said she
thinks the shuttle should also
go to off-campus housing
to decrease drunk driving,
making students safer.
“I think a lot of people
at Copper Beech use that
‘d r u n k bus,’ so I’m su re
they’d use this one, too,” she
said.
The shut t le w ill be
running Thursday through
Saturday, with the exception
of football game days and
during school breaks.
Antonio said that although
the hours are set, they are
flexible and will depend on

the students’ needs.
Per r y s a id s he t h i n k s
students will use the shuttle,
but it should run until around
3 a.m. because that is when
most bars close.
However, SG said times
can be changed as long as it
stays within a five and a half
hour shift.
A ntonio said one route
will take 30 minutes, but
two buses will be in use, so
students shouldn’t have to
wait more than 15 minutes
for a bus.
“They’ll be on a st rict
schedule,” Antonio said.
There will be a third bus
reserved for use if one of the
other buses breaks down.
USC students will be able
to use Cocky’s Caravan by
swiping their Carolina Cards
upon entering the bus.
A ntonio said there have
b e e n s a f et y i s s ue s w it h
students walking from Five
Points or the Vista at night.
“I’ve seen a nd hea rd
of many st udents getting
mugged and/or physically
harmed,” Antonio said.
A nton io sa id he too
ex per ienced some sc a r y
situations when walking back
from downtown.
St udent Body Vice
President Meredith Ross said
it is vital for students to be
safe.
“ It ’s a ver y i mpor t a nt
program to protect the safety
of our students,” Ross said.
S c ho ol s l i ke C lem s on
Un iver sit y a l ready have
successful shuttle systems
like this in place, Ross said.
Clemson uses the Clemson
Area Transit (CAT) system.
A nt on io s a id C o c k y ’s
Ca rava n w i l l a lso help
alleviate parking issues in
downtown areas of Columbia
because fewer students will
feel the need to drive to Five
Points or the Vista.
C o c k y ’s C a r a v a n h a s
been i n t he work s for a
CARAVAN ● 4A
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The new weekend transportation service begins tonight at
9 p.m. in a response to questions over late-night security.

WHER

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

mandated pay raise for all staff.
“We are in a period of inflation,” said former President
Andrew Sorensen. “There is a 2.68 percent decrease in
state revenue on the Columbia campus. Our utility bill
alone has increased by $1 million.”
Sorensen said the Board of Trustees tried to be
conservative with the increase.
Vivi Koutrakos
“Although we are pleased that this budget will enable
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
the university to maintain the quality that our students
USC undergraduate and graduate students faced a 5.9 have come to expect in recent years, we are clearly
percent tuition increase on July 1 after the 2008-2009 mindful that even the smallest increases can work a
budget proposal was made public by the Board of Trustees hardship on students and their families,” Sorensen said.
Rick Kelly, the vice president and chief fi nancial officer
executive committee.
for the university, said the Board of Trustees
In-state undergraduate students now
tried to look for cost-saving and creative
pay an additional $492 in tuition
N
O
E
Y
O
solutions in the face of state funding cuts.
and fees per year, increasing
UITION
Y
“O u r leaders responded w it h a
their tutition from $8,346 to
t houghtf ul budget process t hat
$8,838 per year.
S
E
responds to university needs and
Non-residential tuition
addresses strategic priorities,”
rose f rom $21,632 to
Kelly said.
$ 2 2 , 9 0 8 p e r y e a r.
T he prop o s e d t u it ion
The new tuition and
and activity fee increases
fee increase cost
are expected to generate
non-resident ial
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 11 . 5
undergraduate
million to f ill t he
students $1,276.
$ 4.3 m i l l ion void a nd
G r a d u a t e
also to support t he
st udents are also
implementat ion of new
p a y i n g t he 5.9
u n i v e r s it y i n it i at i v e s .
percent i ncrease,
These initiatives include
with in-state graduate
law enforcement and safety
tuition totaling $9,836
f uel budget adjust ment s,
a year, an increase of
student affairs and academic
$548 from the 2007-2008
support programs
school year.
and faculty
Non-residential graduate
excellence
tuition increased
and global
by $1,156,
compet it iveness
totaling $20,736
initiatives to recruit
per year.
ne w s t a f f . T he
The proposed
t uit ion increase
tuition increase is a result of
w ill also help
a $4.3 million state-funded budget
t he u n iver sit y
cut and a rise in costs across t he
board encompassing inflation, insurance
compiled by Morgan Elmore Reid / THE DAILY
TUITION ● 4A
and utility increases plus a 1 percent state-

Budget cuts, inflation force Board of Trustees
to raise cost of attendence over five percent;
students question appropriation of funds
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PICK PASTIDES’S NEW RIDE
Paul Bowers

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

President Harris Pastides wants to go green with his new car, and he’s asking students to pick it out.
The university provides a car for each incoming president, and Pastides took the opportunity to act on his passion
for environmental sustainability. The President Pastides Vehicular Candidate Search Committee, headed by Student
Government Secretary of Environmental Affairs David Ensor, has narrowed the possibilities down to three, and now
the final vote falls on the student body.
The committee originally planned to select five cars, but practicality issues and a missed deadline by BMW
trimmed the pool to three.
Voting for Pastides’s new ride begins tonight at midnight and continues through Aug. 26 at 5 p.m. To cast your vote
for one of the following green machines scroll to the bottom of www.dailygamecock.com:

Toyota Prius
A recent study conducted by
Consumer Reports ranks the
Toyota Prius as the most fuelefficient car available, (averaging
46 miles per gallon). The Prius
also scored 8.4 out of 10 in a
review by U.S. News & World
Report, placing it ninth in their
ranking of affordable midsize
cars. A fter four years on the
market, the Prius is known to be
a solid, reliable choice. In 2010
, a new plug-in hybrid edition
of the Prius will be released,
enhancing its already outstanding
efficiency.

Sports
Here’s the story of a lovely season
of your favorite Gamecock sports.
See Section B

MINI Cooper
While less energy-efficient than
the Toyota Prius and Honda Civic
Hybrid, the MINI Cooper still
boasts one of the highest mileages
around (32 miles per gallon). The
Cooper also features a unique and
stylish build, complementing its
small size, and is known to deliver
great performance.

News
Large freshman class brings
quality, diversity to USC.
See page 8A

Honda Civic Hybrid
The Honda Civic Hybrid is
currently the second most fuelefficient car on the market (40
miles per gallon). Placing third
in U.S. News & World Report’s
ranking of affordable small cars,
and with an overall score of 8.8 out
of 10, this car is a solid choice for
anyone looking for a new vehicle.
Though not quite as efficient as
the Prius, the Civic Hybrid is
praised for its superior safety and
design.
—Compiled by David Ensor
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Crime Report
SUNDAY, AUG. 17
Assistance Rendered, Minor in Possession
of Liquor, 2:35 a.m.
Columbia Hall, 918 Barnwell St.
Of fender was cited consu m i ng a n
Aquafina water bottle with alcoholic
beverage and was unable to walk without
assistance or answer questions. Offender
was transported to Palmetto Health
Baptist for further evaluation.
Reporting officer: Cpl. D. Adams

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 13
Malicious Injury to Personal Property,
11 a.m.
B-10 Lot, 1501 Senate St.
V ict im repor ted t hat a n u n k now n
suspect broke into their car.
Estimated damage: $250
Reporting officer: Mary Winnington
Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle,
6 p.m.
Lot AD9, 1500 Whaley St.
Victim discovered damage to their car.
Estimated damage: $500
Report ing of f icers: T. Freeman, S.
Wilcox
Christine Galligan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

University President Harris Pastides (left) and his wife Patricia (center) help
new freshmen and their parents move in to Maxcy College on Saturday.

Local

National

World

P I C K E N S , S .C . — A
convicted sex offender spotted
a college student outside her
South Carolina apartment
two years ago, then slipped
through her patio door and
raped and st rangled her,
leaving the bikini top still
wrapped around her neck,
according to a confession
revealed during his guilty
plea Tuesday.
Jer r y Buck I n ma n, 37,
ad m it t e d t o aut hor it ie s
shortly after his June 2006
arrest t hat he raped and
killed 20-year-old Tiffany
Marie Souers of Ladue, Mo.,
but his statements to police

R A L EI G H , N .C . — A
mental patient died after
workers at a North Carolina
hospital left him in a chair
for 22 hours without feeding
him or helping him use the
bathroom, federal officials
who have threatened to cut
of f t he facilit y’s f unding
said.
T he st ate sent a tea m
Tuesday to help Cher r y
Hospital in Goldsboro draft
new procedures to ensure
patients receive proper care.
A n investigator’s report
released Monday found that
50-year-old Steven Sabock
died in April after he choked
NATIONAL ● 4A

Brus s els, Belgium —
NATO pulled its punches
against Russia on Tuesday,
suspending formal contacts
a s pu n ish ment for t he
Georgia invasion but bucking
U.S. pressure for more severe
penalties.
The Russian ambassador
to NATO played down the
impact of t he emergency
meet i ng of t he Wester n
alliance.
“The mountain gave birth
to a mouse,” Dmitry Rogozin
said.
Although the allies said
t hey wou ld not convene
any more meetings of the
WORLD ● 4A

LOCAL ● 4A

Intoxicated Pedestrian in the Roadway,
4:30 a.m.
800 Main St.
Offender was laying in the roadway
i nt ox ic at e d w it h a w a r r a nt f r o m
Greensboro, N.C.
Reporting officer: W. Guyon

THURSDAY, AUG. 14
Malicious injury to real property, 9 a.m.
Florence Benson School, 226 Bull St.
Unknown subject, possibly driving green
colored car, jumped the curb and struck
the air conditioning unit located next to
the building.
Estimated damages: $250
Reporting officer: T. Lyons

Public Disorderly Conduct, 1:45 p.m.
Intersections of Whaley and Bull streets
Suspect was walk ing unsteadily on
roadway, visibly intoxicated. Subject
was transported to Baptist Hospital for
visible shoulder and back injuries from
falling on roadway. The suspect was
unable to care for himself.
Reporting Officer: T. Freeman

Petit Larceny, 11 a.m.
Employment Office Room 119, 1600
Hampton St.
The victim’s brown leather wallet was
presumably stolen out of victim’s purse.
Estimated value: $30
Reporting officer: M. Davis

TUESDAY, AUG. 19
Minor in possession of beer, 2:20 a.m.
Columbia Hall, 918 Barnwell St.
Offender was in possession of 11 beer
cans. Offender poured out and threw
away beer.
Reporting Officer: G. Banfield

SATURDAY, AUG. 16
Breaking and Entering of Motor Vehicle
and Petit Larceny, 4 p.m.
B-10 Lot, 1514 Gervais St.
A n u nk now n suspect damaged t he
victim’s vehicle and stole a Pioneer brand
CD player.
Estimated damages: $220
Reporting officer: W. Guyon

-Compiled by Haley Dreis and Mun Yi

Welcome Back!
Visit Tripp’s at 830 Harden St.
In 5 Points ❖ 254-7373
❖

Same day service. Drop off by 10am,
pick-up at 5pm Monday thru Saturday

❖

Alterations/ Repairs - Seamstress on site.

❖

Visit www.trippsfinecleaners.com for
monthly specials

Student Charge
Accounts Welcome!*

20% Off
Dry Cleaning
4 Pieces Minimum
Good only at 830 Harden St.
location ● 254-7373
Expires 12/31/08

2 for 1
Laundered Shirt
Good only at 830 Harden St.
location ● 254-7373
Expires 12/31/08

*Charge accounts must be secured with a valid major credit card.

254-7373 ● 830 Harden Street
www.trippsfinecleaners.com

Thomas Cooper Library

TOURS!
2008 Welcome Week Tour Schedule

Did you know...
...more than half of Thomas Cooper
Library is underground?
...we have access to thousands of
research articles online?
...we have a coffee shop and
wireless internet access?

August 18th - August 21st, 2008
11:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
Daily

Fall 2008 Tour Schedule
August 25th - September 18th, 2008
Mondays at 10:00 a.m.
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m.
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.

FIND OUT MORE
take a library tour!
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were not made public until
Tuesday.
I n m a n cou ld f ace t he
death penalt y when he is
sentenced Sept. 8. A defense
psychiatrist testified that’s
exactly what he wants.
“He wishes to die for what
he’s done,” said Dr. Donna
Schwartz-Watts, a forensic
psychiatrist with USC. “He
has consistently stated that.”
T he p s y c h i at r i s t s a id
Inman takes medication for
a mood disorder, but “he
absolutely knows what he’s
doing.”
The Clemson University
engineering student’s body
wa s d iscovered M ay 26 ,
2006, at her apartment just a
few miles from this campus
in rural northwestern South
Carolina.
Authorities said Inman’s
DNA matched samples taken
from Souers’ apartment, and
he was arrested during a
nationwide manhunt near his
mother’s home in Dandridge,
Tenn., about two weeks after
Souers’ body was found.
I n m a n st a red st r a ight
ahead during much of the
court hearing, biting his lip
as he answered yes or no to
basic questions.

on medication and was left
sitting in a chair for close to
a day at the facility about 50
miles southeast of Raleigh.
Surveillance video showed
ho s p it a l s t a f f w at c h i n g
television and playing cards
just a few feet away.
Feder a l of f ic ia l s h ave
threatened to cut off funding
because of Sabock’s death
and a report that a physician
punched a patient after the
teen bit the doctor.
Department of Health and
Human Services spokesman
Tom Lawrence said the state
team also might investigate
what, if any, disciplinar y
ac t io n s hou ld b e t a k e n
following Sabock’s death.
“It’s not the kind of thing
that we in our wildest dreams
wou ld ex pec t to happen
in our hospitals — in our
wildest nightmares, I guess,”
Lawrence said.
The state has until Aug.
23 to file a report with the
Centers for Med ica id &
Medicare Services detailing
what changes officials are
making, Lawrence said.
If the center rejects the
report, federal funds will be
cut off beginning Sept. 1,
Lawrence said.

NATO-Russia Council until
Russian troops wit hdraw
from Georgia, they bowed to
concerns from Europe and
stopped short of adopting
specif ic long-ter m steps
to punish Moscow for its
actions.
“There can be no business
as usual with Russia under
pre sent c i rc u m st a nce s,”
alliance Secretary-General
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said.
“We are not abandoning
the NATO-Russia Council,
but as long as Russian forces
are occupying large parts
of Georgia, I cannot see
the NATO-Russia Council
meeting,” he told reporters.
Russia, which has accused
t he U. S . of w a nt i n g t o
dismantle the council, asked
for a meeting last week but
has been rebuffed thus far.
The Russians have agreed
to a cease-f ire deal t hat
requires a troop pullback,
but at t he Pent agon on
Tuesday evening officials
said the latest assessment by
U.S. intelligence was that the
Russians had shown no sign
of beginning a substantial
withdrawal.

-Associated Press

4A

CARAVAN ● Continued from 1A body believe in [Student a small celebration tonight
Government] again,” Ross starting at Greek Village
a nd end i n g on G re ene
couple of years, but Ross said.
SG hopes the project will Street to kick off the new
said it has been one of the
current administrat ion’s be a success and encourages shuttle system.
-News Editor Liz Segrist
goals to finally get it up and its use for students.
“We’re going to cross contributed to this story.
running.
“Our administ rat ion’s our fingers and hope that
goals are to actually put everyone is as excited about
p l a n s i n t o a c t i o n a n d it as we are,” Ross said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
Gaeckle said there will be gamecocknews@sc.edu
to ma ke t he st udent
TUITION ● Continued from 1A
pay one-third of the statemandated 1 percent pay
raise for staff.
Some students disagree
with the tuition increase.
A lex Stroman, a secondyea r pol it ica l sc ience
st udent a nd St udent
G o v e r n m e nt s e n at o r,
said t he board must be
more understanding
of G a me c o c k f a m i l ie s’
economic struggle.
“I ask, ‘W hy does
my t u it ion cont i nue to
increase?’ Tuition since the
2004-2005 school year has
increased by 50 percent.
W hen does it stop?
The Universit y in t heir

budgeting process should
look at how G a mecock
families look at their own
budget s a nd conser ve,”
Stroman said.
“St udent s ca n on ly
afford necessities. During
times of economic
pro s p er it y, it ’s e a s y to
ask for money and spend
it. In a time like this, gas
prices are high, groceries
are high, unemployment
is rising. W hy is tuition
rising? Shouldn’t we be
conserving?”
The board cut funding
to some prog rams. One
p r o g r a m , t h e Fa c u l t y
Excellence Initiative, aimed
to replace a large number of
retiring university faculty,

suffered a $1.2 million cut.
Student Body President
Andrew Gaeckle said the
board tried to be considerate
of families with the tuition
increase. Gaeckle said even
in this difficult economic
yea r, a t u it ion i ncrease
was needed i n order to
sustain excellence for USC
s t ude nt s a nd m a i nt a i n
competitiveness with other
universities.
“Parents and st udents
are definitely feeling the
bu rden of added cost s,”
G aeck le sa id. “These
cost s come w it h t he
huge inf lation of energ y
prices, the climbing cost
of operating a university
and the national demand

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

Compiled by Morgan Elmore Reid / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

5175 Sunset Blvd., Suite 8
Hope Ferry Center, Lexington, SC
996.LOLA

for excel lence a mong
i n s t it u t i o n s o f h i g h e r
e duc at ion . W it h t he s e
needs the universit y had
held back in the wake of
t h is d if f ic u lt econom ic
time, but must maintain
and support the pursuit of
excellence at the University
of South Carolina.”
Some st udent s were
indifferent to the tuition
increase.
“ It ’s not s u r pr i si ng,”
s a id C a it l i n M a r t i nez ,
a t h ird-year English
s t u d e n t . “ Tu i t i o n h a s
b e en i nc re a s i n g for s o
long. It’s not just here; it’s
everywhere.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Incoming freshmen show unprecedented promise
Class excels with high scores,
raises bar for performance
Megan Holt

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

This year’s freshman class could
likely be the strongest freshman class
USC has ever seen. A group of more
than 3,850 college freshmen set foot on
the USC campus this fall.
“We expect this class to be the best
and brightest from the state of South
Carolina. This class also draws very
strongly from parts across the country,
particularly from regions that have had
a lot of students in the past go to South
Carolina. It includes international
students as well,” USC Provost Mark
Becker said.
Amy Jackson, a fi rst-year music and
public relations student, said she is
excited to be part of the freshman class.
“I have had a chance to meet other
students and I am looking forward to

my time here,” Jackson said.
The freshman class has impressive
GPAs and SAT scores that surpass
classes in the past.
“This freshman class is extremely
strong. We’re expecting, like the classes
in the last two years, that the GPAs will
definitely be high again,” Becker said.
Becker said the university has high
expectations for this class to be “as
good, or better, as any before.”
USC has numerous programs and
opportunities available that attract
students from all over the world to the
university, such as a 16 percent minority
population within the incoming class,
according to Becker.
“I think there is a strong national
buzz about USC. Exciting things are
happening at the university,” Becker
said.
The top four schools that freshman
are enrolled in include: the College of
Arts and Sciences; the Moore School of
Business; the College of Engineering
and Computing and the College of
Mass Communications and Information
Studies, according
to Becker.
“
T
h
e
u nderg raduate
programs, as well
a s t he g r adu ate

programs, are very high quality,” Becker
said. “Students that have come here
and done well have had extraordinary
opportunities available for them.”
Students are also attracted to USC
for its value. According to Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance magazine, USC is
among the Top 100 Best Values in
Public College.
“USC is a great value for students.
They look at USC and see they can get
a great education without having to pay
private college tuition,” Becker said.
South Carolina has begun the routine
reaccreditation process through the
Sout hern A ssociat ion of Colleges
and Schools. The universit y must
demonstrate t hat t hey have a real
program for students that sets learning
outcome objectives for students.
The university is able to measure
these objectives and determine how
they are doing in meeting their goals.
“We’re continually looking at ways
to improve the educational experience
for students. This process makes sure
that we are engaged as an institution in
trying to provide outstanding education.
It is a stamp of approval,” Becker said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

SIZING UP THE

FRESHMAN CLASS
• 1194 point average on the SAT
• 16 percent minorities
• 314 in Honors College (Average SAT
1410)
• 98 percent will live on campus
• 520 Capstone Scholars
• 25 Carolina scholars
• 22 McNair scholars
• 97 percent have in-state scholarships.
• 389 Palmetto fellows
• 56 percent females
• 44 percent males
• 13 sets of twins
• 42 states and 15 countries are
represented
• 134 student-athletes
• 25 percent will participate in Greek Life

— Compiled by Liz Segrist, News Editor

JOIN US FOR
PARENTS
WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 26-28, 2008
The Office of Parents Programs invites your family to visit the
University of South Carolina for our annual Parents Weekend!
Parents Weekend activities will include a welcome reception at the University president’s home,
the Beach Bash at the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness Center, a 5k run/walk, a tailgate party
before the South Carolina vs. Alabama-Birmingham football game, and much more!

Register until September 5!
Visit www.sa.sc.edu/parents for more information.

USC Nursing Students
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Dean Peggy Hewlett, the faculty and staff send
you wishes for a very successful semester as you
move forward toward becoming a USC Nurse.

JOB FAIR
Friday, August 29th
11am - 2pm
1st Floor of the Nursing Building

Blue laws
repeal gives
stores choice
Community reacts to
Sunday beer, wine sales;
some shops stay closed
Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

The traditional South
Carolina blue laws
concerning alcohol were
partially removed when an
overwhelming majority of
more than 10,000 voters
approved a referendum
April 1 to allow beer and
wine sales on Sundays.
Mike Cinnamon,
t he cou nt y ’s elec t ion s
commission director, said
in April he was pleased
w it h t he referendu m’s
passage.
“ I t h i n k p e o p le a r e
going to buy it one way
or another; we might as
well get some tax revenue
from it,” Cinnamon said.
“Societ y has grown and
advanced where it should
be available at any time.”
Although the law passed
a l low i ng stores to sel l
these types of alcohol on
Sundays, the decision to
enact the law was left up
to the stores selling the
beverages.
Not all stores wanted
to utilize this ability for
various reasons.
Su z ie R ig a , t he v ice
p r e s i d e n t o f G r e e n’s
Discount Beer and Wine
Store on 400 Assembly St.,
said her store doesn’t sell
beer or wine on Sundays
due to inconvenience.
“ We c o u l d ; w e j u s t
don’t. If we can’t sell liquor
and have our entire store
open, it’s just not worth
it for us,” she said. “This
may change in the future
for our store, but as for
now, we don’t keep it open
then.”
Some stores said they
would embrace the law.
La r r y G oodw i n, t he
general manager at Food
Lion on 1001 Harden St.,
BLUE LAWS ● 7A
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POLICE INDICTED
IN ASSAULT CASE
Cops face charges
of excessive force
against athlete
Jackie Alexander

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

wrong.
“I honestly feel he will
be vindicated,” Leventis
said.
The officers, who were
suspended from the force
without pay Monday, were
each released on personal
recognizance. They face
a year in jail or a $1,000
fi ne.
The charges stem from
an incident outside Red
Hot Tom at o e s , a Fi ve
Poi nt s b a r, i n M a r c h .
Meadors said Young, who
was 20 at the time, was in
a fight with another man.
Beddingfield and Gilland
arrested Young. He later
told EMTs that the officers
had punched him.
Leventis said Young had
a fake ID in his pocket
a nd had been dr i n k i ng
underage.
Yo u n g i n it i a l l y w a s
charged with fighting and
resisting arrest, but those
cha rges were d ropped .
A f ter t he ac c u sat ion s ,
C it y M a n ager C h a rle s
Au st i n asked SLED to
investigate.
Members of the Board of
Trustees recently accused
the police department of
targeting athletes.
L e ve nt i s s a id p ol ic e
officers come under fire
when it comes to athletes
and the law.
“It’s darned if you do
and darned if you don’t,”
he said.
— The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Two city police officers
were relea sed on bond
Tuesday after a grand jury
indicted them for allegedly
assau lt i ng G a mecock
football player Kev in
Young in March.
Officers Roger Gilland
and David Beddingf ield
Jr. pleaded not guilt y to
misconduct in of f ice in
Richland Count y Court
on Tuesday.
A grand jur y indicted
the officers Friday, alleging
that the pair used excessive
force to arrest offensive
lineman Young.
Fif t h Circu it Deput y
Solicitor John Meadors
said a SLED investigation
uncovered four witnesses.
“All four witnesses say
they saw an officer strike
Mr. Young in the face ,”
Meadors said.
Two witnesses identified
Gilland as t hrow ing
t he pu nches, wh ile t he
ot her t wo ident if ied
Bedd i ng f ield, Meadors
said.
You ng stood si lent ly
next to his law yer Neal
Lou r ie t h roughout t he
proceedings. Young would
not comment.
G i l l a n d ’s a t t o r n e y,
Leigh Leventis , told The
Greenville News that his Comments on this story? E-mail
client didn’t do anything gamecocknews@sc.edu

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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University presidents seek debate
on lowering legal drinking age
Special to The Daily Gamecock

College leaders argue
current law encourages
alcohol overindulgence
Justin Pope
The Associated Press

College presidents from
about 100 of the nation’s
best-k nown universities,
including Duke, Dartmouth
and Ohio State, are calling
on lawmakers to consider
lowering the drinking age
from 21 to 18, saying current
laws actually encourage
dangerous binge drinking
on campus.
The movement called
the A methyst Initiative
began quietly recruiting
p r e s ide nt s mor e t h a n
a yea r ago to provoke
national debate about the
drinking age.
“This is a law that is
rout inely evaded,” said
John McCardell, former

president of Middlebur y
College in Vermont who
started the organization. “It
is a law that the people at
whom it is directed believe
is unjust and unfair and
discriminatory.”
Five Connecticut college
presidents are on the list,
including the presidents
of Fairfield University, St.
Joseph College in Hartford,
Trinity College in Hartford,
the University of Hartford
and the University of New
Haven.
Other prominent schools
in t he g roup include

Syracuse, Tufts, Colgate,
Kenyon and Morehouse.
But even before t he
president s beg i n t he
public phase of t heir
efforts, which may include
publishing newspaper ads
in the coming weeks, they
are already facing sharp
criticism.
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving says lowering the
drink ing age would lead
to more fatal car crashes.
It accuses the presidents of
misrepresenting science and
ALCOHOL ● 8A
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said the law hasn’t changed
much for the store.
“It just balances
everything out. Whatever
people were buy ing on
Saturdays is now spread
out to Sundays as well,”
he said.
Goodwin said everyone
in t he decision-mak ing
process was in agreement
to allow beer and wine to
be sold on Sundays.
Students had different
reactions, from excitement
to indifference.
L i nd s a y F l at t e r, a
second-year psycholog y
st udent , sa id it wa sn’t
urgent to change the law,
but she is happy that it was
changed anyway.
“ It w a s n’t e x a c t l y
necessar y, but t he laws
were so old a nd it just
d i d n’t m a k e s e n s e t o
have them anymore,” she
said. “It was ext remely
inconvenient at times.”
Flatter said she thinks
t he new laws shou ld
allow liquor to be sold on
Sundays as well.
Jeff Jacobs, a third-year
religious studies student ,
said he doesn’t think the
referendu m w il l rea l ly
change anything.
“I’m kind of indifferent
to it because it doesn’t
affect practice any,” Jacobs
said. “If you went to WalMart or any other store,
you’d see lines out t he
door on Saturday nights
for some type of alcohol.”
David London, a secondyear electrical engineering
student , said he is happy
about the change.
“ I ’m t o t a l l y e x c it e d
about it because now we
can buy beer and alcohol
on Sundays,” London said.
“Sundays are the only days
you run out of beer.”
A imee Delano, a
t h i rd-yea r p s yc holog y
student , said she doesn’t
see a reason for not
being allowed to sell on
Sundays.
“We can do everything
else on a ny day of t he
week; why not be able to
buy alcohol too?,” Delano
said.
However, Delano said
regardless of the law or the
stores’ decisions regarding
the law, it doesn’t really
affect her.
“ I g ue s s I ju st don’t
really have any big
opinion for the change,
because being underaged,
it doesn’t affect me right
now,” she said.
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looking for an easy way out
of an inconvenient problem.
M A DD officials are even
u rg i ng pa rent s to t h i n k
carefully about the safet y
of colleges whose presidents
have signed on.
“ I t ’s v e r y c l e a r t h e
21-year-old drink ing age
will not be enforced at those
campuses,” said Laura DeanMooney, national president
of MADD.
Both sides agree alcohol
abuse by college students is
a huge problem.
Research has found more
than 40 percent of college
students reported at least one
symptom of alcohol abuse
or dependence. One study
has est imated more t han
500,000 full-time students
at four-year colleges suffer
injuries each year related
in some way to drink ing,
and about 1,700 die in such
accidents.
A recent Associated Press
analysis of federal records
found that 157 college-age
p eople, 18 to 23, d r a n k
themselves to death from
1999 through 2005.
Moana Jagasia, a Duke

Un iver sit y sophomore
from Singapore, where the
drinking age is lower, said
reducing the age in the U.S.
could be helpful.
“There isn’t t hat much
d if ference i n mat u r it y
bet ween 21 a nd 18,” she
said. “If the age is younger,
you’re getting exposed to it
at a younger age, and you
don’t freak out when you get
to campus.”
McCardell’s group takes
it s na me f rom a nc ient
Greece, where the purple
gem s tone a met hy st wa s
w idely bel ieved to wa rd
off drunkenness if used in
drinking vessels and jewelry.
He said college students will
drink no matter what, but do
so more dangerously when
it’s illegal.
The statement t he
p r e s i d e nt s h a v e s i g n e d
avoids c a l l i ng ex pl ic it ly
f or a y ou n g er d r i n k i n g
age. Rat her, it seek s “an
informed and dispassionate
debate” over the issue and
t he federa l h ighway law
that made 21 the de facto
nat ional drink ing age by
denying money to any state
that bucks the trend.

But the statement
m a ke s clea r t he sig ner s
think the current law isn’t
working, citing a “culture
of dangerous, clandestine
binge-drinking,” and noting
that while adults under 21
can vote and enlist in the
military, they “are told they
are not mature enough to
have a beer.” Furthermore,
“by choosing to use fake
IDs, students make ethical
comprom ises t hat erode
respect for the law.”
“I’m not sure where the
dialogue will lead, but it’s an
important topic to American
families and it deser ves a
straightforward dialogue,”
s a i d W i l l i a m Tr o u t t ,
president of Rhodes College
in Memphis, Tenn., who has
signed the statement.
But some other college
ad m i n ist rators sha r ply
d isag ree t hat lower i ng
t he d r i n k i ng age wou ld
help. University of Miami
President Donna Shalala,
who served as secretary of
health and human services
under President Clinton,
declined to sign.
“I remember col lege
c a mp u s e s w he n we h ad
18-year-old drinking ages,
and I honestly believe we’ve
made some progress,” Shalala
said in a telephone interview.
“To just shift it back down
to the high schools makes no
sense at all.”
McCardell claims
t hat his experiences as a
president and a parent, as
well as a historian studying
Prohibition, have persuaded
him the drinking age isn’t
working.
But critics say McCardell
has badly misrepresented
the research by suggesting
that the decision to raise the
drinking age from 18 to 21
may not have saved lives.
I n f ac t , M A DD C E O
Chuck Hurley said, nearly
all peer-reviewed st udies
look i ng at t he cha nge
showed raising the drinking
age reduced drunk-driving

deaths. A survey of research
f rom t he U.S. and ot her
countries by t he Centers
for Disease Cont rol a nd
ot hers reached t he same
conclusion.
McCardell cites the work
of A lex a nder Wagenaa r,
a Un i ver s it y of F lor id a
epidemiologist and expert
o n how c h a n g e s i n t he
drinking age affect safety.
But Wagenaar himself sides
with MADD in the debate.
The college presidents
“see a problem of drinking
on college campuses, and
t he y don’t wa nt to dea l
with it,” Wagenaar said in
a telephone interview. “It’s
really unfortunate, but the
science is very clear.”
A not her scholar who
has extensively researched
college binge-drinking also
crit icized t he presidents’
initiative.
“I understand why colleges
are doing it, because it splits
their students, and they like
to treat them all alike rather
than having to card some
of them. It’s a nuisance to
them,” said Henry Wechsler
of the Har vard School of
Public Health.
But, “I wish these college
presidents sat around and
tried to work out ways to
deal with the problem on
their campus rather than try
to eliminate the problem by
defi ning it out of existence,”
he said.
Duke faced accusations of
ignoring the heavy drinking
that formed the backdrop of
2006 rape allegations against
three lacrosse players. The
rape allegations proved to
be a hoax, but the alcoholf u e le d p a r t y w a s ne v e r
disputed.
Duke senior Wey Ruepten
sa id u n iver sit y of f ic ia l s
should accept t he realit y
that students are going to
drink and g ive t hem t he
responsibilit y that comes
with alcohol.
Associated Press Writer
Barbara Rodriguez
contributed to this report
from Durham, N.C.

Duncan Mansfield / The Associated Press

Tom DeFoe argues his free-speech rights were violated by
a school ban against wearing Confederate flag symbols.

Judges support school’s
Confederate ﬂag ban
Court votes rights not
violated in case involving
controversial symbol
Rose French
The Associated Press

NA SH V I LLE , Ten n.
— A federal appeals court
panel r uled Wednesday
in favor of a Tennessee
school system that banned
the Confederate battle flag
because of concerns the
symbol could inflame racial
tensions at a high school.
St udent s Derek Bar r,
Chris White, Roger Craig
White and their parents said
in a lawsuit their free speech
rights were violated by the
2005 flag ban at William
Blou nt H igh School i n

Maryville, about 15 miles
south of Knoxville.
School officials said the
ban came after previous
race-related incidents that
included a racial slur, a fight,
a civil rights complaint,
a lockdow n and graf f it i
depicting a Confederate
flag and a noose.
The 6t h U.S. Circu it
Court of Appeals pointed
to those incidents in ruling
that school officials had a
right to ban the flag because
t hey cou ld “reasonably
forecast” that it would cause
disruption.
“ T he s c ho ol d id not
merely find the Confederate
f lag of fen sive to some
students but rather found
that in a context of high
racia l tensions, racerelated altercations, and
threats of violence, the flag
would disrupt the school’s
educational process,” said
the opinion that was filed in
Cincinnati.
It cited prev ious U.S.
Supreme Cou r t r u lings
that allow schools to limit
st udent speech in order
to prevent disruptions to
educat ion a nd upheld
a lower federa l cou r t ’s
dismissal of the lawsuit in
2007.
The students argued that
there was no evidence the
flag caused any disruption.
The school is mostly white
but about 3 percent of its
1,800 students are black,
said Principal Steve Lafon.
“We have all along felt
it was in the best interest
of our school environment
to not allow any symbols
... that might be racially
divisive in any way,” said
Lafon, who was a defendant
in t he lawsu it w it h t he
director of schools and the
school board.
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Beauty over
brains recipe
for political
ineptitude
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BRAD MAXWELL
Copy Desk Chief
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News Editor

Experience, achievement
should be primary gauge
of leader’s qualifications
While skimming through
The State recently, I came
upon a bizarre headline about
U.S. representative Gresham
Barrett . The headline read,
“DC’s Hill ranks SC’s Barrett
among beautiful.” It caught
my e ye b ec au se Ba r ret t
represents my district in the
U.S. House. It also confused
me because I never knew that
Congressmen were ranked
accord i ng to t hei r good
looks.
MICHAEL
Apparent ly
ULMER
T
he Hill, a
Second-year
c
o
ng ressiona l
print
n
e
wspaper
journalism
p
u
b
lished in
student
Washington, has
compiled such a list. However,
what interested me was that
the article described Barrett
a s a n “ex pec ted ent ra nt
i n t he 2010 Republ ic a n
gubernatorial contest.”
A s a polit ical junk ie, I
was shocked to see that he
has been pinpointed as a
contender. The only reason
he has reached that plateau is
that he is young, attractive,
and of course, a staunch
Republican.
Barrett ran a family owned
furniture store before being
elected to the South Carolina
House of Representatives.
A f ter ser v ing on several
committees and apparently
making a name for himself,
he was elected to Congress
in 2002.
I n 2006, Barrett voted
against the Voting Rights Act,
making him the only member
of the S.C. delegation to vote
against its reauthorization.
It wou ld be ex t remely
difficult for anyone outside
of his peers in Washington
or his family and friends to
point to any major footprint
that he has established within
Cong ress, except for his
moniker as one of the most
conservative representatives.
Certainly as the governor’s
race draws nearer more will
come out on Barrett, but it
is still astonishing that two
years before the election he is
being eyed as a contender.
The pinpointing of Barrett
a l so pa i nt s a ver y p o or
picture of S.C. politics. The
backroom players who rally
behind possible gubernatorial
candidates obviously only
look at a few conservative
credentials. They focus on
the candidate’s stance on
abortion, gay rights or stem
cell research.
That is one of the major
problems with current Gov.
Mark Sanford. He has failed
on several occasions to show
an ability to work with his
legislature. Sanford is viewed
a s a you ng, ha ndsome
conservative, which is one of
the reasons he was vetted as
a vice presidential candidate.
T h o s e at t r i b u t e s d o n’t
necessarily make for a very
effective governor.
He may have the
conser vat ive credent ials,
but his relationship with the
state legislature has been
chronicled as something close
to a nightmare.
The legislature continually
overrides t he gover nor’s
vetoes, creating an extremely
polarized environment in the
capital.
Whoever is finding these
candidates for governor needs
to focus more on experience
and cooperativeness instead
of someone who has literally
just won a beauty contest.
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THE PRICE IS RIGHT

Cloning incapable of resurrection
‘Bringing back’ past pets
illogical, ignores countless
animals needing adoption

For many animal lovers,
few t h i ng s
are more
painf ul
than losing
a beloved
f u r r y
companion.
Bernan n
DARREN
McK inney,
PRICE
a California
Third-year
screenwriter,
print
recently lost
journalism
her ca n i ne
student
companion
Booger. To
McKinney, Booger was a
very special dog—she saved
McKinney’s life by fighting
off a larger dog that had
already injured her severely.
Rather than finding a new
furred friend to fill the
void, however, she decided
to bring him back from the
dead via cloning.
Somewhere, Mar y
Shelly’s pets are smiling.
For the discounted first
customer price of $50,000,
McKinney received not one
modern pet Prometheus,
but f ive. R N L Bio, t he
Seou l-based genet ics
compa ny t hat cloned
Booger, is hoping to make
bringing back pets from

the dead an industry and
hopes to clone 300 pets in
the upcoming year. That’s
right, for the paltry sum of
$150,000, man can have his
dearly departed best friend
back.
W h i l e R N L B i o’s
Fr a n k e n - p u p p i e s m a y
not have bolt s in t heir
necks, t hey are st ill an
abomination.
Little needs to be said of
the astronomical price of
cloning a pet. One cloned
pet costs several hundred
times more than even the
mo st pr iz ed show dog
and can put considerable
st rain on obsessive pet
ow ners. McK inney had
to sell her house to afford
Booger’s clones, even at the
discounted price.
Pet cloning doesn’t sit
right when you consider the
huge number of naturally
b or n dog s t h at a re i n
need of a loving owner.
If McKinney had visited
her local pound and seen
t he dogs t hat would be
euthanized if they did not
find an owner, perhaps she
would have saved one of the
animals’ lives the same way
Booger once saved hers.
Clon i ng pet s doesn’t
m a k e s e n s e w he n y ou
consider how cloning has
gone thus far, either. Dolly

the Sheep lived half as long
as expected and died of
cancer and arthritis. It is
reasonable to assume that
Booger’s clones can expect
the same qualit y of life.
Also, there is no guarantee
t hat t he Booger clones
will be the same as the
original. A nimals, much
like humans, are shaped
not only by their genes, but
also by their experiences.
That means that while the
clones have the same DNA
as Booger, there is little
chance that they will grow
up to be the same dog that
saved her life.
To bring a pet into the
world that is doomed to live
a short, painful life seems
cruel, especially when you
consider that the people
willing to clone their pets
are fanatical animal lovers.
Cloning a pet is simply
illogical—that’s all there is
to it. It isn’t worth the cost
or the pain because, after
all, pet clones will meet the
same end as God’s original
creations. The cost and
heartache of losing your
pet for the second time is
not worth it. McK inney
and ot her fanat ical pet
owners should realize pets
live forever in our minds,
not through R N L Bio’s
Franken-puppies.

Oil plunge no cause for jubilation
Summer price spikes real
wake-up call for future
energy policy, practices
It’s a new school year at
US C a nd
college
c a mpu se s
all over, but
despite the
d if ferent
l o c at io n s
t h e r e
MICHAEL
looms one
WUNDERLICCH issue every
Second-year
st udent,
print
profe s s or
journalism
a nd pla i n
student
old citizen
shares: the
cost of gas.
This summer has been
especially brutal to the
wa l let s of t he gener a l
population, with words like
inflation rarely being used
in the same sentence with
balloons and names like
Freddie Mac not referring
to some poorly na med
chump you knew back in
high school.
In the plainest of terms,
A me r ic a’s e c o no m y i s
slumping worse than your
average frat boy in that 8
a.m. A merican H istor y
lecture hall after last night’s

mixer.
T he mo s t v i s ible of
such economic woes is gas
prices, reaching upwards
of $4.25 a gallon in parts of
the country in early July.
During that time, you
could’ve turned on your
television, clicked on to any
national news site or taken
a stroll in any public area
and maybe been convinced
by popular opinion that the
sky was indeed falling.
Indeed, those were tense
moments for every average
American, as prices for the
first time began to truly
affect how we go about our
day-to-day activities.
Four-day work weeks
were proposed, carpooling
has since become all the
r a g e a nd t he at t it u de
towards going green has
never been stronger.
Since then, oil prices have
experienced a decline, with
the average price dropping
below $3.80 a gallon as of
Aug. 12.
W h i le a n y de c r e a s e
in prices can surely be
appreciated, the relief and
joy of decl i n i ng prices
should be tempered. Prices
are st ill absurdly high,
although compared to prices
in other countries, we have

it better than most.
At the same time, the
drop in oil prices down to
$114 a barrel still shouldn’t
be the cue to sound the
trumpets and call a parade.
In comparison to t he
prices that were strapped
to the American people in
early July, this is a welcome
development — but one
that shouldn’t be allowed to
satisfy in the long term.
With the decline in oil
prices, some consumers
might choose to go back
to their former means of
l iv i ng, wh ich cou ld be
the worst decision of all
— proving that we as a
country really don’t have
the ability to adapt to new
energy concerns.
The rise in oil prices
this summer signaled the
opportunity to break away
f rom Ju rassic v iews on
energy and how it affects
our lifest yle. A nd while
the dip in prices is much
appreciated, America should
take this as an opportunity
to revise and create newer
ways of creating, harvesting
and ut ilizing energ y to
power this nation past such
an anchor as reliance on
fossil fuels.

Want to write for Viewpoints?
Email gamecockopinions@sc.edu

New year brings high
expectations for USC
It’s another sunny day at Carolina and classes are in full
swing.
Not unlike gas prices and South Carolina temperatures,
our hopes are high for a great year. We hope yours are too.
Among your hopes for passing grades, a winning football
season and great parties, we hope that you expect great things
from your campus newspaper — The Daily Gamecock.
We will have you covered five days a week with news on
the latest student government scandals and successes, news on
our new university president,
top of the line coverage from
the sidelines of Williams-Brice
and tips on good eats and tunes
for when you are scrounging
for something to do in our fair
city.
Our No. 1 goal this year is
to give you a better news experience. Be checking out our
Web site, www.dailygamecock.com, for exclusive video, photo
galleries, stories and weekly polls.
It’s also arguably the most historical election year of the
century, and we want your voice heard. So count us to be your
election headquarters for up-to-date coverage and stances of
your favorite candidates.
Think we can do more? Let us know. We have a staff of
more than 50 students working tirelessly Sunday through
Thursday on your behalf.
In the meantime, we hope your expectations are realized.
Pass your classes with flying colors, cheer on our winning
Carolina Gamecocks and make great memories with old and
new friends alike.
Just remember — you can count on us to realize the
expectations of your campus newspaper, Monday through
Friday.

Our No. 1 goal this
year is to give
you a better
news experience

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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“I have never let schooling
interfere with my education.”
— Mark Twain
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5 things we’re
obsessing
about
this
week

Hip-hop skeptic
promises to listen

Summer visit to Chicago
opens eyes to cultural,
poetic values of genre

Colin Jones

THE MIX EDITOR

iPhone 3G
Now don’t blame us for being slaves to the Apple beast; the iPhone 3G
has pretty much overtaken the entire cell phone world this summer with its
innovative upgrades and sleek design. With the introduction of the new iPhone,
Apple and Steve Jobs have dropped the price of the device from $399 to $199 for the
8-gigabyte model and opened up the doors to consumers who couldn’t originally afford
the first edition. Along with the low price, the addictive and creative features include
constant news feeds, Web browsing and a spanking new applications store. Oh, and
did we mention that it is also a highly functional iPod with video capabilities? This
iPhone is a behemoth from a technological perspective and an enjoyable and delicious
amalgamation of all Apple products into one tidy Apple sandwich. Bon appetit!

‘Pineapple Express’
Judd Apatow and Seth Rogen have done
it again. With “Pineapple Express,” the
new kings of outlandish and often juvenile
comedy have crafted a gem in the landscape
of mediocre stoner comedies. While not able to knock
“The Dark Knight” off of its pedestal, the pair still
provides a smart and witty mixture of ludicrous pot
humor with a full-fledged action movie. The film
follows slacker and service processer Dale Denton
(Rogen) and his permanently dazed drug dealer Saul
Silver (James Franco) in their paranoia-packed quest to
outrun a murderous drug kingpin. This juxtaposition
of the stoned and the aggressive proves to be a jolting
and slyly amusing adventure that is worth repeated
viewings. While not a fi lm for the serious-minded,
“Pineapple Express” is keeping us at The Mix high
with laughter.

Tom Waits
This troubadour from the seedy side of society has been a darling of the
independent music scene for over thirty years. His gravel-and whiskeysoaked voice resonates with disturbing clarity to a soundtrack of off-key
guitars and inebriated lounge pianos. His songs on classic and underrepresented
albums such as “Rain Dogs” and “Mule Variations” display that while he is not a
native son of the South, Dixie has seeped into his work. With this influence, Waits
wavers between tenuous lines of being as a drunken piano player, an expert folk and
Americana performer and a maniacal cabaret emcee. So if Waits hasn’t found his way
into your musical collection by now, it’s about time to check out this mysterious man
of music’s underbelly.

I’m g iv i ng h ip -hop a
chance. I’ll confess I’ve
been a bit of a music bigot in
recent years, especially when
it comes to the genre that so
many claim is the voice of
my own generation.
Pa r t o f m y p r o b le m
w it h h ip-hop may have
been a lack
of c ont e x t .
Growing
up in the
suburbs, I
scof fed at
t he sight of
well-to-do
PAUL BOWERS S o u t h e r n
Second-year
g e n t r y
print
echoi ng
journalism
rhymes about
student
so-called
“t hu g l i f e”
and the injustices of the
“hood.”
But af ter spend i ng a
s u m m e r o n C h i c a g o’s
Sout h Side, I’m hav ing
second thoughts. Hip-hop
was everywhere — from the
high school kids who blasted
it on the Elevated Train to
the street performers who
freestyled for tips. I listened
in as one man concocted
impromptu rhymes during a
break at his warehouse job. A
local church even had a hiphop worship service dubbed
The House, complete with
in-house DJs, dancers and
emcees.
A rtists performed
intricate raps and spokenword pieces. Kids taught
me dance moves. And I met
scores of people whose lives
had been as hard and low as
a ghetto-blasting bass line.
Like punk rock, hip-hop
never made sense to me
until I met people who had
lived it. Just as there really
are guys who chain-smoke
and sleep on couches and
play too loudly in dive bars,
there really are people who
get along in the inner-city

environment so graphically
depicted by rappers.
St ylistic qualms aside, I
had to appreciate hip-hop
as a medium for another
culture’s joys, frustrations
and conflicts.
Now that I’m back home,
I vow to give the music a
fair shake. Too much of my
opinion has been shaped
by the absurd posturing
of radio rap — the blind
materialism, the blatant
misogyny, the obnoxious
egotism. What I forgot was
that similar gripes could
be made about any genre’s
frontrunners. Some just
wear it on their sleeve.
I’ll be digging to the roots,
seeking the African origins
of rhythmic rhymes and
researching the landmark
albums. I’ll be seeking out
intelligent rappers who can
talk about something other
than themselves for five
minutes (I know they’re out
there).
Most importantly, I’m
going into t his wit h an
o p e n m i nd . W h at e v e r
preconceived notions I may
have built up, I’m wiping
the slate clean. I’ll also be
looking for people who can
speak authoritatively on the
subject.
This is a call for
elucidation. If you think
you can explain hip-hop to
a middle-class white nerd
guitarist, do not hesitate
to fill me in. If you know
of any true artists within
the genre, please stick a
headphone in my ear.
I am ignorant; I am a
newcomer. I couldn’t tell
you the difference between
Tupac and Biggie. I don’t
really get what “crunk”
me a n s . A nd m y d a nc e
moves make me look like an
epileptic Larry Bird.
I k now a lot of people
are in the same place as
me, endlessly repeating the
trusty “I like everything but
rap” line. We’d all do well
to open our minds and then
open our ears.

regional concert
calendar
COLUMBIA, SC
CAPITAL CITY STADIUM Sept. 12 Corey Smith
COLONIAL LIFE ARENA Sept. 6 Flashback: The Classic Rock
Experience; Oct. 23 Rascal Flatts, Taylor Swift
FIVE POINTS PUB Aug. 20 Faun Fables; Aug. 30 Wild Sweet
Orange
HEADLINERS Sept. 5 Trapt; Sept. 17 Drive-By Truckers; Sept.
20 Flogging Molly; Sept. 26 Lee Brice; Oct. 16 Buckethead; Oct. 28
Man Man
NEWBERRY OPERA HOUSE Oct. 25 Patty Loveless
NEW BROOKLAND TAVERN Aug. 26 Killwhitneydead; Aug.
30 Matt Pryor; Sept. 2 American Aquarium; Sept. 9 All Get Out;
Sept. 10 1997

Pandora Radio
In a world of mediocre radio stations and
expensive satellite radio providers, there is a free
and customizable alternative. Pandora Radio
(www.pandora.com) allows online listeners to choose what
they want to hear and suggests other musical options. With
the program, the user selects a musical group and Pandora
will play songs from the band and groups that are similar. The
radio service was created by the Music Genome Project and
displays the connection between all songs in the landscape
of music. Features include the ability to skip songs, rate
songs and read why songs are connected to the root band. In
addition to being a free online service, Pandora has introduced
an application for the iPod Touch and iPhone that allows
users to work with the program away from their desktop.
The innovative online radio service is breaking ground in the
future of radio and making leaps and bounds in making sense
of music as a whole.

CHARLESTON, SC
MUSIC FARM Sept. 24 Pinback; Oct. 3 New Found Glory; Nov.
3 Black Lips
NORTH CHARLESTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER Oct.
24-25 Widespread Panic
THE POUR HOUSE Aug. 29 Blueground Undergrass; Oct. 9
Tim Reynolds

ATLANTA, GA
CHASTAIN PARK AMPHITHEATRE Aug. 29 The Regeneration
Tour; Sept. 13 Indigo Girls; Sept. 20 David Byrne
LAKEWOOD AMPHITHEATRE Sept. 11 Toby Keith; Sept. 18
Brad Paisley; Sept. 20 Switchfoot, Robert Randolph & the Family
Band; Sept. 26 Three Doors Down
MASQUERADE Sept. 13 Between the Buried and Me
PHILIPS ARENA Oct. 5 Janet Jackson; Nov. 5 Coldplay
TABERNACLE Sept. 24 The Mars Volta; Sept. 30 Tegan &
Sara; Oct. 1 The Raconteurs; Oct. 2 Black Keys

Blogs
Lets face it, blogs are everywhere. It seems that
everyone and their mother has a blog with topics
ranging from quantum physics to classic movies.
Over the past fi ve years, blogs have exploded onto the
Internet with increasing intensity. They have become the
prime means of expression on the Internet and, in turn,
give the common individual an opportunity to present
their opinions in the public forum. Well, here at The Mix
we’re entering the world of blogging as well. This year we
will be introducing a to-be-named blog offshoot of this
section that will include rants and articles from The Mix.
This Mix Blog will include a miscellaneous arrangement
of topics from throughout the world of entertainment. So
get ready. The Mix blog is coming.

All pictures courtesy of MCT Campus

CHARLOTTE, NC
AMOS’ SOUTHEND Sept. 10 Candlebox; Sept. 18 Drive-By
Truckers; Oct. 9 Senses Fail; Oct. 10 Hanson; Oct. 18 Underoath;
Oct. 24 Relient K
NEIGHBORHOOD THEATRE Aug. 30 Blueground Undergrass;
Sept. 2 Wild Sweet Orange; Sept.25 Pinback; Oct. 10 Tim
Reynolds
TREMONT MUSIC HALL Aug. 29 Elf Power; Sept. 9 Scary Kids
Scaring Kids
VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATRE Aug. 21 Kenny
Chesney; Sept. 17 Three Doors Down; Sept. 27 Mary J. Blige

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock
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The Scene

@

USC

H A R O L D
A ND K UM A R
ESCAPE FROM
GUANTANAMO
BAY

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY
HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM
GUANTANAMO BAY
6 p.m., Free
Russell House Theater
SPEED RACER
9 p.m., Free
Russell House Theater

RICHLAND COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY: AN
EVENING WITH DR. RANDAL PINKETT
7 p.m., Free
R ichland Count y Public Librar y, 1431
Assembly St.
MERCHANT FAIR
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
Greene Street

PRICELESS
6 p.m., 8:15 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

ZACH FOWLER AND THE ESSENTIALS, THE
REMEDY, THOMAS JONAK, WE’RE YOUNGER
THAN HIM
8 p.m., $5 Over 21, $7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMORROW
CAROLINA AFTER DARK
10 p.m., Free
Russell House
MARRY A THIEF, THE DECADE, DIVIDED BY
FRIDAY
8 p.m., $5 Over 21,$7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

8/21/08

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
A R IES Confer w it h
co-workers about how to
get the most for your time
and energy. Don’t talk about
it w it h t he compet it ion,
however.
T AU RU S A s you
complete old tasks, you’ll
notice that you feel a lot
better. Your anxiety will go
away. Truth is, you’ll feel
better soon anyway, but you
might as well get some stuff
done.
GEMINI You have
resources you haven’t even
tapped yet. This goes for
friends and relatives as well as
material goods. Review, and
feel well blessed.
CANCER Celebrate
recent accompl ish ment s
before going on to the next
project. This does not have
to be expensive. Group hugs
work just fine.

LEO It’s time to take more
control over your situation.
Make the commitment, even
if you’ll have to make a few
adjustments at home. Your
family supports you in this.
VIRGO Be reassured
that there will be enough
to go around. This goes for
everything you need. There’s
not enough to waste, however,
so don’t be ridiculous.
LIBRA Don’t be hasty.
You could quick ly spend
more than you can afford,
just to impress your friends.
Hey, they’ll love you anyway.
Save your money.
S COR PIO You’re
making a good impression
at work. Important people
have noticed. So now you
can delegate some of the less
interesting tasks. The people
who count k now who’s in
control.

S AGI T TA R I US
You make most of your money
through your own hard work,
but don’t complain. You’re
lucky to have a job that pays
so well. If you don’t, go out
and get one.

C A PR ICOR N

You’re interested in getting
a few special things for your
home. Do that early, so you
have plenty of time to relax.
AQUARIUS Slow it
down just a little. No need to
break anything. If it doesn’t
go easy, don’t force it. Wait
for a better time.
PIS C ES T he more
you practice your craft, the
easier it becomes. You’ll get
to the point where you do it
effortlessly and never make
mistakes. Actually, if you’re
learning, you’re putting the
effort in now.

ACROSS
1 Little demons
5 Manuel's cash
10 Swedish auto
14 Spanish surrealist
15 Stretch of land
16 Sch. for Bruins
17 Chopin song to
Caesar's enemy?
19 Persia, today
20 Behave
21 Huge
22 Show up for
24 Cleansing routine
26 "Dallas" matriarch
28 Actress Archer
30 Secondhand ride
34 Down Under gem
37 E pluribus __
39 Kind of queen?
40 Upright stake

8/21/08

1 2 3 4

for 8/15/08

DOWN

Solutions from 8/15/08

41 Aussie's friends

1 R&D output

43 Type of collar

2 Fire starter

44 Famous fair lady

3 Former planet

46 Twisted

4 Punk rocker Vicious

47 Aide to an exec.

5 J. Ringling's partner

48 Of the shore

6 Goofs up

50 Part of a poppy

7 Fry lightly

52 Ocean motions

8 10 of dates

54 Move it

9 Commits theft

58 Rival of Athens

10 Handel's reveries?

61 Sounds from the

11 Land measure

dovecote

12 King or Ladd

63 Run up a tab

13 Wedding token

64 Highway subdivi-

18 __ as we speak

35 Equestrian game

56 Water pitchers

sion

23 Even-steven

36 China’s land

57 Aeries

65 When King David

25 Strauss's NYC set-

38 Shoshone

58 Thick slice

sang?

ting?

42 One of the U.S.

59 Window section

68 Feed the kitty

27 Units of light

Virgin Islands

60 Uninvited kitchen

29 Empower

45 Plugging away

crawlers

70 Muppet with a

31 Webber hit

49 Conforms as

62 Lena of "Alias"

unibrow

32 Famous cookie

needed

66 Workbench cutter

71 Better than better

maker

51 Vane reading

67 Big Blue

72 Graceful birds

33 Tirade

53 La __ (Milan opera

73 Long to see again

34 Oil cartel

house)

69 Actress Shire

55 Actress Marisa
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ASHLEY EVENS
CROSS COUNTRY

GEORGE BRYAN IV
MEN’S GOLF

JASPER BRINKLEY
FOOTBALL

BLAKELY MATTERN
WOMEN’S SOCCER

CHLOE GRAY
EQUESTRIAN

JEFF SCANNELLA
MEN’S SOCCER

IVANA KUJUNDZIC
VOLLEYBALL

BENEDICTE TOUMPSIN
WOMEN’S GOLF

2B

Men’s soccer strives for title
A WORD FROM THE COACH

Photo courtesy of USC MEDIA
RELATIONS

Maurer, Scannella look to guide
youthful team through difficult
Conference USA schedule
Drew Lattier

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC MEN’S
SOCCER COACH
COACH BERSON

“We’re anxious to get
the season started. Last
year I thought we had a
very good year with an
exceptionally young team,
so we have a lot of players
returning, and
that’s a great
boost for us. We
already start this
year quite a bit
ahead of where we
were last year. Our
goal this year is to win
Conference-USA, then to
get an NCAA tournament
bid. I think this year our
players are focused and
ready to go.”

The relatively young men’s soccer
team is ready to make its mark on the
2008 season which begins Aug. 29 in a
Friday night thriller against Clemson.
Although the team is young in age
with just four seniors on the roster,
the squad will start the season this year
with plenty of talented returning players.
The majority of the team participated in
soccer summer leagues throughout the
country, and the players have returned
to start the season in shape and ready
to compete. Multiple quality players
adding
team depth will be
a big
advantage to
Carolina this
season as USC
takes on a tough
s che d u le w it h
plenty of nationally
r a n k e d
opponents.

Players to Watch

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

Look
for sophomore goalkeeper
J i m m y
Maurer and junior
midf ielder
Jef f S c a n n el l a t o h elp
lea d t he 20 08
Gamecocks on the field.
Both standout
player s were selected
to the 11-man Preseason All-Conference team of
Conference-USA. Scannella returns this year with
hopes of continuing his offensive dominance. The
third-year player has amassed ten goals and seven
assists during his fi rst two years at Carolina. Maurer
impressed many last year after collecting 11 wins in
his 2007 rookie season and allowed just over one goal
per game.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu

Games to Watch
AUG. 29

CLEMSON @ 7

SEPT. 27

DAVIDSON @ 1

OCT. 17

MEMPHIS @ 7

OCT. 29

UAB @ 7

NOV. 7

UCF @ 7

THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Cross country surging to successful season
A WORD
FROM
THE
COACH
Courtesy of USC MEDIA RELATIONS

Sophomore runner Ashley Evens kicks it into another gear.

“We want to be better than
last year, and hopefully
we will start out well and
continue to get better as the
season goes on. We should
be better in terms of our
depth, so hopefully we won’t
lose anybody in the top ﬁve.
If we lose a fourth or ﬁfth
runner like we did last year,
then hopefully our sixth and
seventh runner won’t be too
far behind. The big thing is
staying healthy this year.”

Courtesy of USC MEDIA RELATIONS

Coach Stan Rosenthal
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T h e w o m e n ’s c r o s s cou nt r y tea m is look i ng
forward to a better season
after a tough 2007 season.
Last year the team struggled
through multiple injuries
when t wo of t he top f ive
r u n ne r s we r e s id e l i ne d
midway through the season.
An incoming freshman class
of 14 runners should help
to add depth to the team.
Among the freshmen, head
coach Stan Rosenthal has
h igh hope s for Beat r ice
Biwott, coming to Carolina
from Iten, Kenya. The Kenya
native has been performing
well in preseason workouts
and should be a strong top
five runner. The team has
b e en r u n n i n g workout s
together for the past couple
of weeks and will begin its
season with a 5K race at Fort
Jackson on Aug. 29.Look
for ret urning sophomore
A shley Evens to lead t he
team t h is season. The
second-year runner from
Maumee, Ohio, excelled as
a freshman last year during
t he 20 07 s e a s on . Even s
made multiple appearances
as a top five runner for USC
and was the team-leading
freshman.

Veteran team to rebound
from loss of national
champion rider Terebesi

69

$

97

#533376

Michael Baumann

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

HP Deskjet F4240 All-in
-One Printer

Mini Mouse
HP Wireless Laser

One machine can do it
all—and save you
serious money.

movement
gy for freedom of
Wireless technolo

#521215 (black)
oise)
nk), #521201 (turqu
(pi
79
211
#5

STAFF WRITER

Equestrian
works for
perfection

#524867

$

Drew Lattier

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

$

SY
s '" MAX '"
2
UR DIGITAL MEDIA
YO
R
FO
IVE
DR
RD
HA
s '"
R
ORE -OBILE 0ROCESSO
#
AL
$U

4,
8
s ! -$ 4URION™
OBILIT Y
FOR FAST POWERFUL M
OVIES
FOR HIGH DEFINITION M
Y
LA
SP
DI
AL
ON
AG
DI
s 

AND PHOTOS
ONLINE WITH THE
s #HAT FACE TO FACE 

INTEGRATED WEBCAM

After disappointing
2007, team hits
ground running

39

88

s 0RINT SCAN COPY AND
FAXQUICKLY AND EA
ASSILY
ILY
s %.%2'9 34!2® COMP
LIANT FOR POWER EFFICI
CIE
ENNCCYY

Courtesy of USC MEDIA RELATIONS

Equestrian Coach Boo Major

HP 20" Widescreen
LCD w2007 Monitor

#501977

s  DIAGONAL VIEWING AREA
s  WIDESCREEN ASPECT RATIOIDEAL FOR
MOVIES OR VIEWING DOCUMENTS SIMULTANEOUSLY
s 'REAT PERFORMANCE WITH  MS RESPONSE TIME
 CONTRAST RATIO
s )NTEGRATED REAR FACING SPEAKERS
TO REDUCE DESK CLUTTER

278

$

Walmart.com/hp
Prices valid while supplies last. See product package for complete specifications and details.
4GB memory: Up to 1GB may not be available due to 32-bit operating system resource requirements.
2
For hard drives, 1GB = 1 billion bytes. Actual formatted capacity is less.
3
High-definition content required for HD performance. 4Internet access required and sold separately.
1

811
#524804, #524

HP 60
r
Black and Colo
Ink Cartridges

$

68
8
1
15 97 $

eat
More pages, gr
ing value.
reliabilit y, amaz
Original HP.

#521819

HP Premium
Photo Paper

$

1567

4x6,
glossy finish,
100 sheets

West Columbia - 2401 Augusta Road, (803) 796-9144
Columbia
360 Harbison Blvd., (803) 781-0762
5420 Forest Drive, (803) 782-0323
© Copyright 2008 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. The information contained herein is subject to change
without notice. The only warranties for HP products and services are set forth in the express warranty statements
accompanying such products and services. AMD Turion is a trademark of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. ENERGY STAR
is a U.S. registered trademark of the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

A WORD
FROM THE
COACH
“Because equestrian
is so small, you’re
always shooting for
the top rung. To win
the SEC would be a
big challenge. If we
win the SEC, we’ll
be primed to do very
well at the national
championship.”
from someone
who has coached
cha mpions. A f ter a
f if t h place show ing
RIDERS ● 5B
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RIDERS ● Continued from 4B

at the national
c h a mpion s h ip meet
in April, the team is
preparing for another
run at a title.
Though it is
cer tainly not USC’s
sig nat u re fall sport,
t he equest rian team
has developed into a
national powerhouse.
T he hu nt seat tea m
is led by senior Sarah
Stephens and ju nior
Nicole Bourgeois, who
will try to fi ll the void
left by the graduation
of two-time individual
nat iona l cha mpion
Kristen Terebesi.
In the western style,
Major expects to lean
o n s e n io r R e b e k a h
Roof and Katie
Grossnick le, as well
as up-a nd-com i ng
sophomore reiner
Chloe Gray. All three
figured prominently in
last year’s squad.
USC opens t he
season at home against
Kansas State on Sept.
19. T he on l y ot her
home meet this season
will be Oct. 4 against
Auburn, the team that
k nocked USC out of
t it le content ion last
season.
The other important
dates this fall include
what Major called “the
suicide tour of Texas”
in October, when the
team travels to meets at
SMU, Baylor and TCU
t he s a me we e k e nd ,
a n d t h e s h o wd o w n
with conference rival
Georgia Nov. 4.
R i d e r t o Wa t c h :
Chloe Gray, sophomore
reiner
O n a tea m loaded
w it h vetera n t alent,
Gray cracked t he
roster as a freshman
and was one of only
four riders to compete
in every competition
last season. This year,
she’s trying to step it
up a notch.
“ We’re look i ng to
her as a real leader,”
Major said.
In the summer, Gray
placed seventh in the
Nat iona l Rei n i ng
Horse A ssoc iat ion
( N R H A ) c ol leg i at e
championships, only
f i v e p o i nt s b e h i n d
winner Lean Kuehn of
Oklahoma State.

SWIMMERS STROKE FOR NCAA BERTH
nine Gamecock
s w i m mer s compete
for a spot on the U.S.
Olympic team at the
Olympic Trials. USC
coach McGee Moody
believes an even better
s e a s o n i s a he ad i n
2008.
“This season we’re
looking to improve on
a good base season last
year. We brought in a
great freshman class
of 20,” Moody said.
“The men and women
are both athletically
stronger t han we’ve
been in the past. We
want to improve our
standing in the SEC.”

A WORD
FROM THE
COACH
“We’re setting ourselves
up for a good season;
the kids have come
back in good shape
and are ready to race.
The overall mentality
of the team is good
right now.”

i n d i v i d u a l m e d l e y.
Nicholas Walkotten,
who broke the school
r e c o r d f o r t he 20 0
meter butterf ly at the
SEC Championships,
and Dominique
Lendjel, both of whom
competed in the NCAA
Championships, will
tr y to help put USC
over the top.
For the USC women’s
team, sophomore diver
Taryn Zack is coming
of f of a spec t ac u la r
freshman season.
In her first year as a
Gamecock, Zack placed

eight h at t he NCA A
f i n a l s i n t he t h r e e
meter dive event and
earned A ll-A merican
honors. Carolina
a l s o ret u r n s s e n ior
A ma nda Du n n iga n
and sophomore Claire
Thompson, who were
part of an 800 meter
freestyle relay team that
f inished sixt h at t he
SEC Championships
in 2008.

KEY MEETS
OCT. 21
NOV. 20-22
FEBRUARY
MARCH

GAMECOCK INVITE
SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS

NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Swimmers to
Watch

On the men’s side,
sen ior Captain Kyle
Cormier looks to lead
THE Daily GAMECOCK
the Gamecocks to an
NC A A ber t h. T he
Beach, Fla.,
Season Outlook Pensacola
n
at
i
ve
c
omp
et ed i n
T h e C a r o l i n a Oly mpic Trials
Swimming and Diving the summer in theover
100
team looks to improve and 200 meter freestyle
on a strong campaign as well as the 200 meter
last year, wh ich saw
Kevin Mcgee

BECOME THE MOST

GIFTED STUDENT

ON CAMPUS.
The coolest college gear, great prices and expert advice, that’s your
neighborhood RadioShack. Come in now and get great deals on all the
stuff you need to get your year off to a hot start.
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17-3598

AT&T Sierra Wireless
881 USBConnect AirCard

FREE

* with qualifying
new 2-year agreement for
rate plans $60 or more
on the primary line only.
$279.99 without.
17-2762

™

AMERICA'S SANDWICH DELIVERY EXPERTS!

Compaq CQ50 Laptop

99

499

$

Netgear
Wireless-G Router

after $100 mail-in
prepaid card. Reg. $599.99

$

25-497

25-3342

3999 Reg. $59.99

4GB ReadyBoost
USB Flash Drive

249925-275

$

™

Offers good 7/27/08 through 9/30/08. Availability may vary by store. See store for details.

*Price requires credit approval, up to $36 activation fee and $175 early-termination fee. Monthly access

2015 DEVINE ST. ~ 803.806.8282

and other airtime charges and taxes apply. ©2008 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

715 GERVAIS ST. ~ 803.933.9595
5910 GARNERS FERRY RD. ~ 803.695.3278
RadioShack.com
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Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu
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DELIVER

!
©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2008 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC

JIMMY
JOHNS

.

COM

VISIT A RADIOSHACK STORE NEAR YOUR CAMPUS.

Market Place Shopping Center
1001 Harden Street
Columbia, SC 29205
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Football is in air on campus; with N.C. State’s visit quickly approaching
The Daily Gamecock’s Kevin Walker calls shots
for entirety of the 2008 regular season.

Kevin Walker

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

N.C. State — Aug. 28
For the third time since USC coach Steve Spurrier’s inaugural season in 2005, the Gamecocks will open the college football season with a nationally
televised Thursday night game.
This year’s foe will be the N.C. State Wolfpack, who make their trip to Columbia for the first time since the 1991 season. Although the Wolfpack has
won four straight in the series dating back to 1986, everything in this season’s matchup points to a Gamecock victory. Last year, N.C. State ranked No.
11 in the ACC in total defense, giving up 393.9 yards per game. The offense didn’t fare much better, gaining a total of 334.9 yards per game, good for
No. 7 in the conference. The Wolfpack might also have to deal with a quarterback controversy with Harrison Beck, Daniel Evans and redshirt freshman
Russell Wilson all vying for playing time.
With the departure of incumbent starter Blake Mitchell, the only thing certain about Carolina’s quarterback situation is there will be a new face taking
the snaps. Tommy Beecher was named the starter in the offseason, but his job is far from secure. Sure to pressure Beecher will be redshirt sophomore
Chris Smelley, who went 4-1 as a starter in 2007, and the highly touted yet highly unproven Stephen Garcia. Kenny McKinley, named to the preseason
All-SEC team, and Mike Davis will be the steadying hands the offense needs to get off to a good
start.
g
Prediction: Despite new starters at quarterback and running back, the Gamecocks have no trouble putting
g up
p plenty
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defense on their way to a season-opening victory.

@ Vanderbilt — Sept. 4
Following the season opener, the Gamecocks hit the road for Nashville to play division rival Vanderbilt on another ESPN Thursday night
telecast. In 2007, Vanderbilt stunned then-No. 6 Carolina at home 17-6. Following the loss, the Gamecocks lost the remaining four games of
the season. The Commodores will have a tall task beating Carolina in back-to-back years — something Vanderbilt has done only once in school
history. The offense took huge blows when their top two threats departed in the spring. Leaving early for the NFL draft, Earl Bennett departed
as the SEC’s all-time leading receiver and Vandy’s top pass-catcher in 2007 with a total of 830 yards on 75 catches. The Commodores also lost their
leading rusher in Cassen Jackson-Garrison, who rushed for 594 yards on 148 carries. Chris Nickson and Mackenzi Adams, who split time at
quarterback last year, will compete for the starting quarterback job.
The Gamecocks defense, led by Jasper Brinkley, should be able to take advantage of a weakened Vanderbilt offense. The defense returns
10 starters from the 2007 squad but will be led by a new coordinator in Ellis Johnson. While thought by many to be a very talented defense,
the Gamecocks fi nished No. 9 in the SEC in total defense and dead last in rushing yards allowed. With a large portion of the defense
returning, there will be no time wasted in building chemistry within the unit. That, combined with Johnson’s new defensive scheme, should
lead to a much-improved defense in 2008.
Prediction: With last season’s pivotal loss in the minds of every player and coach on the Carolina sideline, the Gamecocks run away with a big
win in Nashville.

eorgia — Sept. 13
For the third straight week, the Gamecocks will play on national television when they welcome the mighty Georgia Bulldogs to Columbia.
This figures to be the premier matchup thus far in the SEC, with arguably the conference’s best defense in Carolina and the best offense in
Georgia taking the field. The Bulldogs will bring with them two Heisman Trophy candidates on offense in starting quarterback Matthew
Stafford and sophomore phenomenon Knowshon Moreno at running back. Moreno, who slashed his way to 1,334 yards and 14 touchdowns as a
freshman, will prove to be the toughest test for the Gamecocks’ defense. In last season’s tilt, he rushed for 104 yards but was held out of the endzone.
Stafford threw for 213 yards on 19 of 44 completions but was also held scoreless.
On the surface, this game figures to be a blowout in favor of the Bulldogs, but there are a few key things that may tip the balance. First, and most importantly, the Gamecocks know
they can win. Last year’s 16-12 win between the hedges at Sanford Stadium will give the Gamecocks the confidence they need when they battle essentially the same Georgia team
this year. Second, the Bulldogs hype will work against them. Following their clash with the Gamecocks, UGA will travel to Arizona State in a primetime matchup that has been much
ballyhooed to this point. This could lead UGA to look past a seemingly inferior Carolina team to the rest of their difficult schedule. Finally, the game will be played within the friendly
confines of Williams-Brice Stadium. Historically, the UGA-USC clash has been ever-so-important in the ultimate fates of both teams and therefore is always a hard-fought, close
contest. As a result, playing at home just might give the Gamecocks the extra fight they need to beat Georgia twice in a row for only the second time in history.
Prediction: In a result that sends a shockwave through the SEC, Carolina narrowly defeats the Bulldogs on the strength of special teams and moves to 3-0 on the season.

Wofford — Sept. 20
The Wofford Terriers make their visit to Columbia two years removed from their last matchup with the Gamecocks. In 2006, the Terriers pushed
the Gamecocks to the brink before turning the ball over on the final drive, losing 27-20. Wofford returns 10 starters to a team that finished No. 6 in
the final FCS poll and won the Southern Conference championship in 2007. The Terriers also had seven players named to the preseason all-conference
team. While the Terriers have had plenty of success at the FCS level, their success against FBS teams has been limited — since coach Mike Ayers took
over in 1988, the Terriers have only defeated an FBS team once.
While the Gamecocks certainly have the upper hand in terms of talent, they have historically struggled with the option-style offense that the Terriers
employ. Last season, Louisiana-Lafayette used a similar option style and gave the USC defense fits. The Ragin’ Cajuns had four players rushing for
over five yards per carry — including a 116-yard performance from quarterback Michael Desormeaux. In 2006, Wofford also took advantage of
Carolina’s deficiency, rushing for 290 total yards. With an improved defense in 2008, the Gamecocks should be well-prepared for whatever their
Upstate rivals can throw at them.
Prediction: The Gamecocks win handily, running up the score with breakout performances on both offense and defense.

UAB — Sept. 27
Week five of the college football season sees the UAB Blazers travel to Columbia in what is the Gamecocks’ third home contest
in as many weeks. In 2007, the Blazers fi nished last in the Western Division of Conference USA with an overall record of 2-10.
Second-year Coach Neil Callaway will look to improve on that mark with a core of young talent — the Blazers had 14 true freshmen
play last season. Sam Hunt, who led UAB in passing with 1,905 yards last season, graduated leaving a sizeable hole as quarterback. The
Blazers could turn to the all-purpose Joe Webb, who saw time at receiver as well as quarterback in 2007. UAB’s defense will also lose
senior leadership with the departure of safety Will Dunbar, who led the league in tackles with 122.
Following the contest with the Blazers, the Gamecocks hit the meat of their SEC schedule including two league road games in the
following weeks. Over the years, the Gamecocks have had the tendency to play down to lesser competition. With that in mind, this could be
the trap game on the schedule that the Gamecocks might look past. However, superior firepower on offense as well as one of the nation’s best
defenses should be able to overcome the best UAB can offer.
Prediction: The Blazers catch Carolina looking forward to Ole Miss, but the Gamecocks awaken soon enough to escape with a too-close-forcomfort win.

@ Ole Miss — Oct. 4
The Gamecocks visit Oxford, Miss. for the first time since losing a 43-40 shootout in 2003. First-year Coach Houston Nutt will have much
to improve on as he takes over a team that went 0-8 in the SEC and 3-9 overall. The loss of leading rusher BenJarvus Green-Ellis will hurt the
offense — Green-Ellis accounted for 1137 yards and six touchdowns on the ground. Making the transition a little less painful for Nutt will be
Texas quarterback transfer Jevan Snead. In the Rebels’ spring game, Snead threw for 269 yards and two scores on 20-26 passing, cementing his
place as the starter. Tyrone Nix, former defensive coordinator at USC, will try to improve a defense that ranked No. 11 in the SEC in 2007 with
a mix of fresh talent and experienced players. The Rebels will certainly be improved in 2008 and may give the Gamecocks’ defense a real test.
Prediction: In a shocker, the upstart Rebels defend their home turf on the arm of Jevan Snead and an improved Tyrone Nix-led defense.
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@ Kentucky — Oct. 11
The Kentucky Wildcats, who ranked third in the SEC in total offense in 2007, is a team utterly decimated by the NFL
Draft. On offense, the Cats lost leading passer Andre Woodson, leading rusher Rafael Little and top two
o leading receivers Steve
Johnson and Keenan Burton. With the exception of Little, all were picked in April’s NFL draft. Linebacker
cker Wesley Woodyard,
the team’s leading tackler with 61 stops and member of the All-SEC team, also moved on. The defensivee unit, which was ranked
No. 10 in total defense in the SEC, returns eight starters and should be improved. However, despite UK’s
K’s advantage of playing
g
in Commonwealth Stadium, an inexperienced offense doesn’t match up well with the Gamecocks’ ball-hawking
hawking defense. Not to
mention a Spurrier-led team has never fallen to the Wildcats, and USC hasn’t lost to Kentucky in nearlyy a decade.
Prediction: Too much history and inexperience doom the Wildcats, and USC earns its third conference
nference victory of the
season.

LSU — Oct. 18
The defending BCS National Champion LSU Tigers will come to Columbia with a much different look than in 2007.
The Tigers will return only ten starters from the championship squad — fewest in the SEC. Gone are offensive stalwarts
Jacob Hester, receiver Early Doucet and quarterbacks Matt Flynn and Ryan Perrilloux. The defense had heavy casualties
as well, losing All-American Glenn Dorsey, safety Craig Steltz and both starting cornerbacks Jonathan Zenon and
Chevis Jackson. Despite the new faces, the Tigers will waste no time recovering. The starting quarterback will be either
Jarrett Lee or Andrew Hatch, both highly touted freshmen. Whoever the quarterback is, their safety valve will be senior
receiver Demetrius Byrd, who caught 35 passes for 631 yards and seven scores in 2007. And the ground game will be in the
good hands of Keiland Williams and Charles Scott, both of whom were featured prominently a season ago. On defense, an
improved Tyson Jackson could prove to be a one-man wrecking crew at defensive end. Even though the star power is gone,
Les Miles has restocked the talent enough to again compete for the SEC crown. The Gamecocks will have the home crowd
in their favor, but not much else.
Prediction: LSU silences the Carolina faithful with a convincing win in Williams-Brice Stadium.

ennessee — Nov. 1
A year removed from an SEC East Title, the Tennessee Volunteers are looking to repeat and might have the talent to do so. With the exception of
Erik Ainge’s departure to the NFL, the Vols return a strong core on offense, starting with runningback Arian Foster. Foster, who ranked No. 6 in
the SEC in rushing in 2007, will be able to take the pressure off new quarterback Jonathan Crompton. In addition to Foster, Crompton will look to
sure-handed receiver Lucas Taylor, who ranked No. 6 in the SEC in receiving yards per game. USC should be able to move the ball well against a
Vols defense that finished No. 11 in total defense in the SEC. The Carolina defensive secondary, led by Captain Munnerlyn, should be able to take
advantage of Tennessee’s inexperienced signal-caller and force key turnovers.
Prediction: The Gamecocks successfully avenge last year’s painful loss in Knoxville with a hard-fought win.

Arkansas
— Nov. 8
Much-maligned Bobby Petrino makes his return to college football as head of the Arkansas Razorbacks after a brief stop in the
NFL. Petrino’s first season at the helm could prove a difficult test, as his top two offensive weapons left for greener pastures. Darren
McFadden, Heisman finalist, top rusher in the SEC and all-around nightmare for Gamecock fans, is gone as well as his backup, Felix
Jones. McFadden ran for a jaw-dropping 1,830 yards and 16 touchdowns, and teammate Jones followed with an astounding 8.7 yards
per carry and 11 touchdowns. Petrino’s air-it-out style will leave all eyes on senior quarterback Casey Dick to carry the load. With no
legitimate ground threat to occupy the Gamecocks defense, the secondary will zero in on Dick and his receivers, effectively nullifying
any offensive threat. The Arkansas defense will be highly inexperienced with four new starters in the secondary, which will leave
mismatches for the Carolina passing game to expose.
Prediction: Without McFadden and Jones to run the Hogs to victory, the Gamecocks steal a conference win in the fi nal home game
of the season.

@ Florida — Nov. 15

@
Clemson — Nov.ppoint,
29as both the Tigers and the Gamecocks will have conference
The season’s grand fi nale promises not to disappoint,
title aspirations heading into the matchup. For Clemson,
lemson, the offense will look as strong as ever. The Tigers return the
ultra-productive “thunder-and-lightning” combination
ination of James Davis and C.J. Spiller, as well as their second-team
all-ACC quarterback Cullen Harper. Top receiving
ving threat Aaron Kelly also returns. What may hamper Clemson’s
offensive production is protecting Harper with two new starting tackles. Freshman defensive end DeQuan Bowers
will join a solid Tiger defense that returns seven starters. Bowers, rated by Rivals.com as the second-best high school
player in America in 2007, will prove to be extremely
mely difficult to block for the Gamecocks offensive line. Both teams
appear to be evenly matched on defense, while Clemson’s star power gives the Tigers a slight edge on offense. The
game will be unmatched in intensity and emotion
n on both sidelines, and, if recent history is any indication, the game
will be an edge-of-your-seat thrill ride until the very end.
Prediction: Ending the regular season on a high
igh note, the Gamecocks rise to the occasion and defeat the Tigers
for the second straight time while in Death Valley.
ey.

FINAL RECORD: 9-3 (5-3 SEC)

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@
sc.edu
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Women’s soccer pushes for postseason
USC team shoots
for third NCAA bid
in school history
Chris Cox

the daily gamecock
USC’s women’s soccer
team is gearing up for
another banner year in 2008,
one season after earning their
second NCAA Tournament
bid ever and first since 1998.
Led by Coach Shel ley
Smith and an experienced
core of vetera ns, Lady
Gamecock soccer is looking
to continue building upon
their newfound success.
A season ago, USC
shocked women’s collegiate
soccer by t y ing a school
record with 14 wins along
with advancing to the SEC
Tournament semifinals with
their fi rst ever victory over
the Tennessee Volunteers.
Despite losing 63 percent
of their goal-scoring from a
season ago, the Gamecocks
will still return a decorated
group of veterans, including
six starters, and one of the
premier players in the SEC
,Blakely Mattern, who earned
the title of SEC Defender of
the Year last year.
Danila Monteiro, a native

of Sao Paulo, Brazil, started
18 games for the Gamecocks
last season before an injury
sidelined her prior to the
regular season finale. The
midfielder scored seven goals
and accrued three assists for
the garnet and black, totaling
17 points for the season.
The point total was the
fifth highest ever for a player
in her first season with the
Gamecocks.
Meanwhile, K im Miller
started all 23 matches last
sea son a nd aver aged 8 8
minutes a contest. Her hard
work on the field paid off as
the sophomore was elected to
the SEC All-Tournament.
However, Sm it h won’t
h ave to rely st r ic t ly on
her upperclassmen, as the
Gamecocks will show off
one of their most impressive
freshman classes to date.
Heading t he list is
Lakeland, Florida nat ive
K a y l a G r i m s l e y. T h e
midfielder was touted as one
of the nation’s top 75 recruits
after being named a threetime All-State selection in
addition to being awarded
the title of Player of the Year
for the state of Florida in
2006, 2007 and 2008.
“She’s probably the most
talented skill player we’ve
had here,” Sm it h said of
Gr i m sley. “She was one

of t he top rated recr uits
coming in. She’s done some
magnificent things on the
ball. She plays quickly, she’s
very creative, she can score
goals and she just loves the
game. She’ll bring a lot to
the field for us.”
Carolina will need all the
help they can get if they are
to scratch their way towards
the top of the ever difficult
SEC.
T he G a me co c k s were
tabbed to finish fourth in
the Eastern Division behind
rivals Florida, Tennessee
and Georgia. Despite being
ranked in the lower half of
the division, it’s the highest
the Gamecocks have ever
been predicted to finish.
Clearly, after earning an
NCA A Tournament berth
last season, coupled with
upset victories over then topranked North Carolina and
perennial power Clemson,
USC is st a r t i ng to ea r n
national respect.
South Carolina will look
t o c o nt i nue up o n t he i r
recent success starting Aug.
23, when they travel north to
face the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu

GAMES TO WATCH
SEPT. 5
SEPT. 26
SEPT. 28
OCT. 23
OCT. 30

CLEMSON @ 7:30
GEORGIA @ 2
TENNESSEE @ 6
LSU @ 7
FLORIDA @ 8

A word from the coach
“We have a very good
core group returning
from that (2007)
squad,” Smith said.
“That’s half the team
and half the team
are new, incoming
freshman. Really, the
dynamic has changed.
But the good thing
is that we have that
core group returning,
and we have a lot of
experience. It’s a group
that knows how to win
and what it takes.”

USC WOMEN’S
SOCCER COACH
SHELLEY SMITH

PLAYER TO WATCH
Blakely Mattern

@
L
L
A E
HOM

Mattern leads the way for USC, as the
junior looks to defend her title as the
2007 SEC Defender of the Year. In
addition, Mattern has been
selected to the last two
All-SEC teams.
“She reads the game
very well. She’s extremely composed
on the field,” Smith said of Mattern.
“Whenever she’s playing, she’s
consistent. You know what you’re
going to get every time out of her.
She reads the game well enough
that it’s difficult to beat her over
the top. She’s dominant in the
air, which is a huge trait for a
centerback.”
Joining Mattern as the team
leaders are fellow co-captains
Danila Monteiro and Kim Miller.
To Smith, the trio exemplifies the
definition of a leader.

“Our team
nominated three
captains and all
three I believe are
really grasping their
role as a captain,”
Smith said. “They
all play the part on
the ﬁeld and oﬀ the
ﬁeld.”

Photos courtesy of USC Media Relations

X

Monster Job Scares
Aug.. 14 &16
Aug.
A
ug.. 21 & 23
Aug.. 28 & 30
5PM-8PM
in the Carowinds Employment Ofﬁce

Calling all monsters! We’re looking
for the freakiest of freaks to apply for
jobs as Halloween Haunt Monsters.. All
the gory details will be divulged at our
Monster Job Scares. So if you relish the
thought of making people jump out of
their skin, we have
a a job for you.

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!

NY Style Pizza,
Wings, Salads
& Sandwiches

Get paid $8 an hour. Applicants
must be at least 16 years of age.
FFor
or more
more info
inf
fo, plus additional JJob
ob
info,
Scare dates in September and
October, log on to
www.jobs4fun.com
w
Tuesday: Live music with $1.00 BEER
Wednesday: Live trivia to win house cash
Thursday: Pitcher night
We deliver to on and off campus housing. Pick up a menu from your lobby
or online at http://www.villageidiotpizza.com.

252-8646

DINE-IN
PICKUP
DELIVERY

2009 Devine Street • Five Points
Open: M-F 4 pm • Sat-Sun 11:30 am

If you are under 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.

Happy Hour

Mon.-Fri. 4-7pm

$1.00
Cheese
Slices
40¢ Wings
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WOMEN’S GOLF AIMS TO BUILD ON SOLID FINISH
Female team looks
to improve on strong
end of season
Patrick Morris

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

In her first full season
I n her f irst f ull season
a s h e a d c o a c h , K a le n
Anderson looks to bring
her National Champion
ped ig ree to t he Sout h
C a r o l i n a
women’s
g o l f

prog ram. A f ter bei ng
hired in January from her
assistant coach position
at perennial powerhouse
Duke, Anderson quickly
took over t he prog ram
and t he transformat ion
began.
A nderson helped
coach the team to a fi fth
place finish in the SEC
Tournament and a sixth
place fi nish in the NCAA
E a s t R e g i o n a l . Fr o m
there they went on to the
NC A A Cha mpionsh ip,
where they fi nished a very
solid 22nd place.
L a s t s e a s on w a s t he
f irst t ime in f ive years
t h at t he women’s gol f
program qualified for the
NCAA Championship
t o u r n a me nt . T he

team was led there by the
strong play of sophomore
Bénédicte Toumpsin, who
notched her first career
v ic tor y i n t he Easter n
Regional.
Since four scores out
of f i v e c ou nt s t ow a rd
t he tea m tot a l, a l l t he
players on the team have
t o c o nt r i b u t e f o r t h e
team to play well. Coach
Anderson believes junior
Taylor Barrett will build
on her 14th place finish
in the SEC Tournament
last season to become an
anchor on the team next
to Bénédicte Toumpsin.
She also expects incoming
freshman Katie Burnett
to provide another steady
option since the program
lost fou r sen iors to

graduation.
T hose sen iors were
Bly t he Worley, Camila
Mori, Whitney Simmons
a nd Lau r a R a f fo, who
according to A nderson
“will be missed for their
sen ior leadersh ip” a nd
“were overall just a group
o f g r e a t k i d s .” M o r i ,
S i m m o n s a nd Wo rle y
ranked f if t h, si xt h and
seventh in school history
for scoring average,
coming in at 77.08, 77.33
and 77.35 respectively.
Coach A nderson
won t h ree Nat ional
Championships at Duke
a s a coach a nd player.
Although it may be hard
for the Gamecocks to win
one this year, certainly
another top-25 finish in

Player to watch
Bénédicte Toumpsin, Junior

Bénédicte Toumpsin came to South Carolina
as a highly touted international recruit and
contributed immediately. As a freshman she
ranked second on the team in scoring average
and placed second in her first collegiate
tournament. During her sophomore campaign
last year, the Belgian native was the first
Gamecock golfer to be given first team All-SEC
honors since 2004 and became just the third AllAmerican in the history of women’s golf at USC.
Her strong play included five top-5 finishes in
tournaments, including three top-3 performances
and one victory.
Now a junior, and with another year of
experience, she looks to lower her impressive
74.03 stroke average that ranked eighth in the
SEC last season. She was the top performer for
the Gamecocks in nine of the 11 tournaments
they played and garnered third-team AllAmerican honors. She has continued to work
on her game over the summer and expects to
perform even better this season.
Photos curtousey of
USC Media Relations

the NCAA Championship
is not out of the question,
a long w it h a st rong
show ing in t he SEC
Tournament. A nderson
said the team just wants
to get “better and better
every time we go out there
… and just have fun,” and

she stated that this year
she believes the team will
be better and “expects to
do well.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu

A WORD FROM THE COACH
USC’S GOLF
COACH
KALEN ANDERSON

"WE FINISHED THE SEASON REALLY
STRONGLY…I WAS REALLY HAPPY WITH
OUR POST SEASON PERFORMANCE LAST
SPRING, AND WE'RE JUST LOOKING TO

BUILD ON THAT MOMENTUM INTO THE

FALL AND INTO THE REST OF THE YEAR."
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Can you dig it?
Volleyball aims for NCAA
Tournament Bid
Jake Luce

THE Daily GAMECOCK

The women’s volleyball
team has 10 returning
let ter-w in ners and
hopes to use their roster
consistency to help the
program make the next
step: qualifying for the

NC A A To u r n a me nt .
To m a k e t h e p o s t sea son tou r na ment ,
Sout h Carolina needs
to achieve more than a
.500 winning percentage
throughout the season
wh ich i ncludes SEC
a nd non-conference
opponent s. La st yea r
the Gamecocks fi nished
with a 14-15 record. For
Sout h Ca rol i na to be
at a similar level wit h
t he best compet it ion,
they need to qualify for
the NCA A tournament
consistently. With that
opportunity the program
wo u ld at t r a c t b e t t e r
players a nd hopef u lly
boost at tenda nce a nd
over a l l s t udent b o d y
involvement. According
to Head Coach Ben
S o me r a , “ T he r e i s a
movement throughout
women’s volleyball that
i s b ot h g r ac ef u l a nd
athletic, and since men’s
volleyball is not prevalent
there is no counterpart
f o r c o m p a r i s o n .”
The Gamecock s’ f irst
compet it ion w i l l be
i n t he A r i z on a St at e
Sheraton Classic. During
the tournament they will
play competition from
Pac -10 , a con ference
that consistently boasts
three of the Final Four
compet itors i n t he
tournament. The f irst
home conte st w i l l be
Sept. 12 during the fi rst
C a r ol i n a C h a l le n g e ,
where t he Gamecocks
w i l l ho s t C ol le g e of
Charleston, Winthrop
and rival Clemson.

A WORD FROM THE COACH

USC’S VOLLEYBALL COACH

“Returning eight or nine
starters is a major benefit.
I believe we are talented
enough to make the
tournament, but we just have
to stay healthy and make the
most of our opportunities.”

BEN SOMERA

Player to
watch
Ivana Kujundzic

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ivana Kujundzic will lead the Gamecocks on the court.

Health Insurance

Ivana came to USC
w it h help f rom a
fellow Serbian player
coached by Ben
S omer a du r i n g h i s
prev ious posit ion at
Southern California.
Somera asked his
former player if she
k ne w of a ny t a lent
from her home town,
wh ich resu lted i n a
few h igh l ight reel s
— one of which was
Kujundzic.
She had a high SAT
score and a 4.0 GPA,
so getting her into the
universit y wasn’t an
issue. Her freshman
year was tough
because she didn’t see
much playing time
D u r i n g
h e r
s ophomore s e a s on ,
Kujundzic blossomed
at the outside hitter
position and led the
team with 3.32 k ills
per game and an
impressive 391.5 total
points in 2007.
A s
f a r
a s
communication
barriers, Coach
Somera says there are
none, the only issues
being the occasional
cultural differences
Kujundzic has
converted on her
opport unit y here at
Sout h Carolina and
ju st wa nt s to k now
what needs to be
done to improve.
She c u r rent ly l ive s
w it h a few Serbia n
tennis players to give
her a l it t le t aste of
home, but she loves
her tea m mates a nd
has become a welcome
part of the team.

for Students
Major Medical
Plans start at $82/month

Call me for HELP!
Hale Chiles • 772.3122

A+ Rated Carrier

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockopinions@sc.edu

